August 21, 2016

University Church of Christ exists by the grace of God to be a loving fellowship
praising God by living and telling the good news of Jesus.

WORSHIP

REFLECTIONS

Welcome and Call to Worship

Brent Isbell

537 Here We Are But Straying Pilgrims
538 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
957 This World is Not My Home
Family News/Prayer

Andrew Huddleston

38 Awesome God

As the Deer Thirsts
Communion
Scripture: 1 Peter 1:17-21
Bread
478 Nearer, Still Nearer
Cup
478 Nearer, Still Nearer
Offering

Kyle Bowen

Children’s Church (three years through K)

Lord, Reign in Me
From Babylon, With Love

Brent Isbell

Salvation Belongs to Our God
710 The Lord Bless You and Keep You
Worship Leader

Eric Lemmons

If you would like to pray with someone today,
you are invited to pray with elders Steve
Austin and Mark Hamilton in Room 101 at the
close of our service.
Our Sunday morning service is broadcast live
at www.uccabilene.org.
CLASS TIMES:		
Sunday 9 a.m.
Wednesday - 7 p.m.

WORSHIP TIMES:
Sunday - 10 a.m., 5 p.m.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
733 E. N. 16th Street
PHONE: (325) 673-6497
Abilene, TX 79601		
www.uccabilene.org

Brent Isbell, Preaching Minister
brent@uccabilene.org

Welcome to University Church! Are you visiting today? Are
you are looking for a church home? Maybe you’re a college student
getting ready to start classes tomorrow? Whatever brought you
to us, we’re very glad you came, and we want to offer you a warm
and personal welcome! If it’s convenient, we ask you to take
a moment to fill out one of those guest registry cards (you can find
them on the seat backs). Then just drop your card into the offering
plate when it’s passed. Please come back and visit us again soon.
Let’s get to know each other! University Church is a great place
to find spiritual family.
Exiled: Living in God’s Alien Nation. Today I will introduce a new
sermon series we’re calling Exiled. We will be using the New
Testament letter we know as First Peter for our guide this fall.
Do you ever have the feeling of being more and more alone
in American culture? What does it mean for Christians to live
as “strangers” in a hostile and challenging world? We live in rapidly
changing times, and 1 Peter is a great resource for navigating scary,
unfamiliar waters. Our worship leader today is Eric Lemmons.
New classes begin today. Most of our adult classes are starting
a new fall curriculum this morning–How Shall We Live? Thanks
to all our gifted teachers and dedicated class coordinators! We look
forward to this practical, intriguing study of Christian ethics.
Tonight: Back-to-School Bless. This evening, immediately following
our regularly-scheduled 5 p.m. chapel service, we are hosting our
second-annual Back-to-School Bless! This simple time of worship
is designed to bless all our students and educators on the eve
of a new year. We will gather in the Family Room at 6 p.m. We
will share communion. Several of our sisters and brothers will read
Scripture, pray and reflect over our coming academic year, which
for many begins tomorrow morning. We did this last year, and it was
wonderful and refreshing. There is something for everybody,
so please come join us!
The Kingdom and the Powers: Politics and the People of God. This
week, we kick off a new Wednesday night series in the Family Room
at 7 p.m. Mac Ice will be the teacher, focusing on the fascinating
relationship between politics and Restoration history. It’s an election
year, you know. You won’t want to miss this four-week class!
NURSERY FACILITIES
For your convenience, nursery facilities are available during worship in the
Early Childhood Center.
ATTENDANCE:
Worship – 412
Bilingual – 53
Coronado – 86

Aug. 14, 2016
Northern Oaks – 17
Chisholm Place – 12
Silver Spring –
39

OFFERING:
August 14

$15,907.92

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING - TONIGHT
Tonight, we will have our special Back-to-School Blessing service in the
Family Room at 6 p.m.
In this special service, we will share communion, and several of our
brothers and sisters will read Scripture and pray over our coming school
year, which for many will begin tomorrow. We invite all families, teachers
and anyone else who wants to be a part of this special service as we bring
the new school year to the feet of our God.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Jennifer Welch, Children’s Minister
jenniferw@uccabilene.org

Teachers: We still need a few teachers on Wednesday night in the preschool and elementary area, and a teacher
on Sunday mornings in preschool. If you would like to know more about this opportunity, please contact Jennifer
for more information.
Classroom Volunteers: An extra set of hands, lap and a listening ear is very helpful to our teachers in Bible class.
If you would be willing to sit in a few weeks and help out, please call the church office.
“Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than
rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.”
									
– Proverbs 8:10

NEWS AND NOTES
University Church is trying to put together a co-ed or men’s softball team to play in the Church League of the
Abilene Slowpitch Softball Association. Games will be on Monday nights starting the second week of September.
If you are interested, there are sign-up forms at the Welcome Center. Please fill out the form and return them
to the church office or email the information to Bradley Steele at his email: bradley@uccabilene.org. If you have any
questions, please see Bradley. Deadline to turn in paperwork is this Wednesday, Aug. 24.
Common Life Three: Common Life Three will have a potluck lunch today after morning worship services in the
MAC. All of the college kids are invited to attend as well. For any questions, see Jeff Arrington.
Church Community Builder Class: Want to learn about the new church database called Church Community
Builder? It’s an interactive software package that is accessible from your computer, tablet or smart phone. So bring
those items to Room 203 at 6 p.m. or at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 31, for a 45-minute hands-on training session
where we will try to answer your questions and help you out with the basics.
You are invited to attend the wedding of Troy Wallace Franklin and Norma Jean DuBose on Saturday, Sept. 3
at 2 p.m. in the UCC Chapel. A reception will follow in the Family Room.
You are invited to a wedding shower for Eunice Lara and John Spargo on Sunday, Sept. 4 from 2-3:30 p.m. at the
home of Lynette Austin (701 Scott Place). Selections are at Zola.com and Bed, Bath and Beyond. Envelopes
for money gifts will also be available.
Ladies’ Bible Class is slated to begin on Wednesday, Sept. 7 in the Family Room at 10 a.m. LBC continues each
week through the school year, and women of all ages are invited to attend.
Elaine Prothro: “My family and I appreciate all the many acts of kindness shown us during my long recovery! Thanks
to all the dear ladies who helped feed me, all the encouraging visitors, many cards, the beautiful plant, and most
of all, the continual prayers of healing! God has blessed us!”
Ted and Ellen Presley: “Ted and I are grateful to UCC to allow us to spend one week in Medellin, Colombia, a city
well-known for durg-trafficking, alcohol abuse and violence. The church has made a difference already.”
The Cuba Mission Team: “We want to thank the church family for sharing with us in the work of the 12 days in Cuba.
We know that God is at work in the hearts of the people there and together we will share the joy and struggle that
the Christians face daily.”
Jim Clark, Christian Service Center: “Thank you so much for your generous donation of over $22,000 to help us
bless school children of Abilene. It has been another busy week of helping kids get school clothes, success kits,
backpacksa nd children’s Bibles. And many counselors have come by to get all the school supplies for their lowincome students. YOU helped make this possible. Praise be to the Lord!”

TRANSITIONS
a ministry of 20s and 30s
Joey Roberts, Communications Minister
joey@uccabilene.org

Tonight, we will join the Back-to-School Blessing in the Family Room at 6 p.m. Afterwards, we’ll go as a group
to Rosa’s and eat and fellowship together.
Want to host small group? Starting Sunday, Aug. 28, we have a clear slate for the fall hosting schedule. Go online
and sign up, or tell David Allen Sprott or myself and we’ll get you plugged in. If you want to host but don’t think
you can do so at your house...no problem. We can schedule something at the building, so don’t let that hold you
back from hosting. Our time of fellowship is always great and uplifting, so plan to join us this semester!
Check out Facebook to keep up with the latest on small group, women’s lunch, men’s lunch and other Transitions
activities throughout the week.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Jason Craddock, Youth Minister
jason.craddock@uccabilene.org
facebook.com/groups/uymteens

Summer Recap and Intern Appreciation: Today, from 4-6 p.m., before the Back-to-School Blessing, we will
take some time to recap our summer and also appreciate Brittney for all of her work with us. We will also have
breakfast for dinner around 5:15 p.m. So, everybody come join us and invite a friend.
Back-to-School Blessing Tonight: Tonight, we will have a special service at 6 p.m. in the Family Room. We will
have several of our brothers and sisters pray over students, families, teachers and administrators as we begin the
2016-17 school year. Everyone is invited to join us.
Wednesday Night Gathering: We will meet for a fun back-to-school gathering on Wednesday night from 7-8 p.m.
in the Youth Center. We will have some fun, a message and some small-group time of prayer. We will have chips
and dips for snacks. We want Wednesdays to be a time when we invite friends throughout the school year.
Huddles will begin a little bit later than usual this year as we try something different to start off the school year.
More information to come.

GATHERINGS
Bradley Steele, Young Adults Minister
bradley@uccabilene.org

Tonight we will be meeting for small group at the Steeles’ house (1451 Yeomans) at 5 p.m. for dinner
and fellowship. The main dish will be provided. Please check our Facebook group to sign up to bring a side.
Thursday we’ll be meeting at 6:30 p.m. to share a meal together. Check our Facebook group for more info.
Connect with Gatherings via our Facebook group page. Search Gatherings at UCC.

CAMPUS MINISTRY
Kyle Bowen, Campus Minister
campus@uccabilene.org

We would like to extend a warm welcome to all our college students, especially our incoming freshmen. We hope
and pray you are able to grow closer to Jesus during your time here in Abilene, and we hope we are a part
of that growth.
Sunday Bible Class: Our Sunday morning class meets at 9 a.m. in MAC 503.
Dwelling Place: Dwelling Place is a time of fellowship, singing and discussion and meets on Sunday evening
at 6 p.m. in MAC 503. We will resume Dwelling Place tonight. Make plans to join us.
Community Groups: Our community groups meet at various times during the week. Once the semester kicks off,
we will let everyone know when and where these groups will get together.
Coffee or Lunch: If anyone would like to meet or have coffee with me, call or text me at 530-615-8188.

UCC Information

PRAYER LIST

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
University Church of Christ exists to tell the good news
of Jesus Christ. While you are here, we want everyone
to connect to one another; serve God, each other
and our community; and worship the Lord God
in unity. UCC is a place where we hope its members
thrive as Christians. Whether you are new here to UCC,
you have been visiting a while or you are a longtime
member, we want you to be a part of God’s Kingdom
here at University Church of Christ. We want you
to find your place to belong.

STAY CONNECTED
University members and friends can stay connected
with UCC via Facebook and Twitter. Like the Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/UCCAbilene, follow the
UCC Twitter feed at www.twitter.com/UCCAbilene
and also follow us on Instagram @UCCAbilene. You
can also follow the UCC Campus Ministry, UCC Children’s Ministry, UCC Gatherings
and UCC Transitions as well as the UCC Youth Ministry on all these platforms as well.

CONNECTING TO PEOPLE
UCC has several ways to connect with people. From weekly small groups usually based
on Sunday morning classes to Common Life Groups where members are divided into
groups to help with basic needs, funeral meals and more, University Church of Christ
wants to be a place where people are involved in each others lives.

UCC FAMILY LIBRARY
The UCC Family Library has a wide selection of reading materials and videos for all ages
that are available to check out. The UCC Family Library is open on Sunday mornings
from 8:45-10 a.m. and Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 p.m.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BASH - Thanks to all who came and helped!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – Aug. 21-Sept. 14
AUG. 21

AUG. 24
AUG. 28

AUG. 31

8:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship, Brent Isbell – speaker, Eric Lemmons – worship leader
5 p.m. Chapel Service – James Thompson – speaker, Brandon DeLano – song leader
6 p.m. – Back-to-School Bless, Family Room
7 p.m. – Bible Classes
8:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship, Brent Isbell – speaker, David Allen Sprott – worship leader
5 p.m. Chapel Service – Singing Night
7 p.m. – Bible Classes

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:
If you have a submission
for the weekly bulletin,
please submit to Joey
by noon on Wednesdays.
You may call him
at 673-6497 or email
joey@uccabilene.org.

