July 2, 2017

University Church of Christ exists by the grace of God to be a loving fellowship
praising God by living and telling the good news of Jesus.

WORSHIP

REFLECTIONS
Brent Isbell, Preaching Minister
brent@uccabilene.org

709 How Sweet, How Heavenly
Welcome/Family News

Jason Craddock

Shine On Us
Congregational Prayer

Topher Fangio

570 A Beautiful Life
448 The Greatest Commands
Communion
Bread
574 Oh, How I Love Jesus
Cup
386 He Loves Me
Offering

Gary McCaleb

610 I Love My Savior, Too
Scripture: Revelation 2:1-7

Steve Austin

Welcome! Are you a visitor here at University Church today? If so,
then you are an honored guest, and we appreciate you joining us.
Please fill out a Connections Card (on the seat backs). Use this card
to give us contact information, ask for prayers, or perhaps even tell
us you want to be a member at UCC. Simply drop it in the offering
plate later (or do this at uccabilene.org/card). Please come see us
again soon!
Keep the Light On! Today we continue our new summer series based
on the letters to the seven churches of Asia in Revelation 2 and 3.
We are considering what it means to be a church that pleases Jesus
in our own time and place. We will be identifying healthy habits
to strengthen churches then and now. This morning, we arrive at the
first letter (Ephesus) and the first habit: Habit 1: Loving Jesus. Our
worship leader today is Eric Lemmons.  
This Wednesday evening, Jarrod Robinson from the Southern Hills
church will continue our Wednesday Summer Series at 7 p.m. in the
Family Room. Our 2017 theme is Things That Matter. We have asked
our speakers to help us process subjects of great importance
for the Kingdom. This week, Jarrod’s chosen subject will be Courage
Matters. Come join our series this Wednesday!

705 A Common Love

Coming Events
• Church Office Closed – Tuesday, July 4
• Summer Series: Jarrod Robinson – Wednesday, July 5
• Summer Series: Stan Reid – Wednesday, July 12

250 The Great Redeemer

CHILDREN’S HOME SPECIAL COLLECTION

Habit 1: Loving Jesus

Worship Leader

Brent Isbell

Eric Lemmons

If you would like to have someone pray
with you, or for you, please make your way
to Room 101 at the end of service where there
are UCC members waiting just for you.
Our Sunday morning service is broadcast live
at www.uccabilene.org.
CLASS TIMES:
Sunday -        9 a.m.
Wednesday - 7 p.m.

WORSHIP TIMES:
Sunday - 10 a.m., 5 p.m.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
733 E. N. 16th Street
PHONE: (325) 673-6497
Abilene, TX 79601
www.uccabilene.org

If you were not able to participate in last week’s Children’s Home Special
Collection, you can still do so. Place your check in today’s collection plate,
earmarked “Children’s Homes.” Or you can drop your donation by the church
office this week. The latest figure was over $22,500. Thanks to everyone for
making this a succesful endeavor.

WELCOME
Kyle Ramage
918 Radford Drive
Abilene, TX 79601
325-514-9474
kyle.ramage@yahoo.com
NURSERY FACILITIES
For your convenience, nursery facilities are available during worship in the
Early Childhood Center.
ATTENDANCE:
Worship – 324
Bilingual – 55
Coronado – 73

June 25, 2017
Northern Oaks – 25
Chisholm Place – 13
Silver Springs – N/A

OFFERING:
June 25		

$10,296.62

FROM THE ELDERS
– by Kris Southward, 2017 elder chairman
The UCC elders held their monthly meeting
with ministry staff on June 25, 2017. Numerous items
were discussed and prayed over, among them:
• Prayer, by name, for those who are in the hospital/
skilled nursing, for the wonderful news of the
spiritual births of Travis Hatch and Kyle and Carolyn
Carr, for new families who have placed membership
with us since our last meeting, for those dealing
with dementia and cancer, and for many others;
• Received a report from the Missions Committee
that informed us that the $225,000 in funds
received from the oil lease will be used to continue
funding the works in Costa Rica, Cuba and Russia
in the amount of $25,000 each year to these three
sites for three years beginning in 2018;
• Discussed and approved a plan to form a search
committee for a bilingual minister with the target
date of this minister being selected by the end
of October;
• Received a report that Matador Oil will most likely
not drill on our lease until next year;
• Discussed ways to reach out to people moving
into our neighborhood with the start of school;
• Discussed that giving is significantly below our
budgeted amounts, and thankfully so are our
expenses, through the first half of the year;
• Discussed a new outreach program that Bradley
and Becca Steele and Sara Taylor will be offering
to ACU students called Celebrate Recovery,
and a new outreach worship time to start in the fall
called Sanctuary.
As always, the UCC elders are grateful for each
of you and covet your continued prayers, just as we
remember you in our prayers.
*A list of UCC elders can be found on page four

NEWS AND NOTES
Tonight’s 5 p.m. Chapel Service will be feature Brent Isbell
as the speaker and Eric Lemmons as the song leader.
The Quilting Ministry will meet on Monday, July 3 at 9 a.m.
in  Room 208.
The church office will be closed on Tuesday, July 4
in observance of Independence Day.
Everyone is invited to the July 4th Hillcrest Neighborhood
Parade beginning at 10 a.m. at the corner of Campus
Court and Bacon. Decorate your bike, walk, wave your flag,
drive your antique car or sit and watch. Homemade ice
cream, cookies and visiting will follow in the Hillcrest gym
afterwards. Contact Liz Rotenberry for more information.
Cherokee Home for Children: “To the quilting ministry
of UCC, Thank you so much for the beautiful quilts. Each
time we place a new child, we give them a quilt to comfort
them and to start out by having something of their very
own. What a blessing you are to these hurting children. The
time, love and effort you put into these quilts is wonderful,
but the greatest of these is the love you show!”

THINGS THAT MATTER
Here is a list of the remaining Things That Matter speakers
on Wednesday nights in the Family Room at 7 p.m.:
Date
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26
Aug. 2
Aug. 9

Title
Courage Matters
Tradition Matters
Kingdom Matters
Family Night
Forgiveness Matters
Wisdom Matters

Speaker
Jarrod Robinson
Stan Reid
Eddie Sharp
Nathan Burrow
Carson Reed

UCC FAMILY LIBRARY
The UCC Family Library has a wide selection of reading
materials and videos for all ages that are available to check
out – from biographies, fiction, non-fiction, youth books,
children’s books and bilingual books. The UCC Family
Library is in the main building down the hall past the Youth
Center, and it is open Sunday mornings from 8:45-10 a.m.
and Wednesday evenings from 6:45-8:15 p.m.

GIVING CHEERFULLY
Perhaps you miss a few Sundays each year, and you need to make up your contribution. Maybe you would like
to set up your contribution to be withdrawn on a regular basis so, if you are gone or forget your checkbook,
your contribution to God’s work here at UCC is not forgotten. If so, fill out this form and put it in the collection
plate or mail it to the church office.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I authorize University Church of Christ to withdraw funds as checked below:
Regular contribution $__________ per week or month. (Please circle one.)
Special contribution $__________ (one time).

Please choose automatic withdraw from a bank account or payment by credit card.
Bank account No._____________________ Bank routing No. _______________________________
Credit Card number ____________________________Expiration date_________________________
Signature_________________________________________________

TRANSITIONS
Joey Roberts, Communications Minister
joey@uccabilene.org

Tonight: We will not have small group tonight. Enjoy time with your family.
Next Sunday: Next Sunday, we will have our small group at the Williams’ house. We’ll eat, fellowship and enjoy our
time together. More details to come.
Check out Facebook for more activities and info, including sign-ups for summer small groups.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Jason Craddock, Youth Minister
jason.craddock@uccabilene.org
facebook.com/groups/uymteens

No Activity Today: Since we are anticipating many of us to be out of town today for the holiday, we will not have
an activity today. If we have a lot of people in class, then this could change.
Wednesday Night: Join us on Wednesday Night in the Youth Center from 7-8:30 for some fun games, devo and
snacks. We will finish with some free time.
REEL Faith Thursday Night: This week’s REEL Faith feature will be 2001’s Spider-Man (PG-13)
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. The new Spider-man: Homecoming is opening on Friday, so we thought we would get
a jump on it by watching the first big-screen version. Spider-man is interesting to us because he is a teenager
who is trying to balance his newfound abilities with the rest of his life. His learning process is what we focus
on as he finds out that “with great power comes..,” well you know the rest. As Christians, with the power of the
Spirit, what are our responsibilities in this world in service to the kingdom? Come join us a little early for the
pre-show with lots of themed videos and trailers.
HS Mission Trip and Paperwork: Our HS Mission Trip is coming up quickly! We will be traveling to McAllen
and working with the Harvey Drive Church of Christ from July 13-21. The cost of the trip is only $30 per person!
We need to know who is going by TODAY, July 2, so we can make all the necessary travel arrangements. All
paperwork and payment is due NEXT Sunday, July 9. Our focus will be on helping the Harvey Drive congregation
reach out to its community in a variety of ways, through putting on community events and service projects. Some
of you may know Abel Alvarez, the longtime minister (27 years) at HDCC who had the second kidney transplant
of his life last July. Abel has struggled with health issues affecting his kidneys for many years, and his body had
rejected his first transplant and tried to reject this most recent one as well. While Abel is now doing much better,
we thought it would be helpful to him, and the congregation he serves, to offer them a little boost through our
own prayers, resources and Teen Power! We will end our week with a day-trip to South Padre Island to close out
our trip. So, make plans to join us and invite a friend.
Upcoming Dates:
• HS Mission Trip – July 13-21
• MS Mission Stay – July 30-August 2

GATHERINGS
Bradley Steele, Young Adults Minister
bradley@uccabilene.org

We will not be meeting for small group this week. We look forward to getting together next week.
Wednesday we will meet at 7 p.m. for coffee, dessert and Bible study in MAC 504.
Check out our Facebook page (search UCC Gatherings) for more events and info.

FAMILY NIGHT – MELON HIGHLIGHTS
Watermelon eatin’ and seed spittin’ fun was had by all last Wednesday for our Melon Family Night. Robert Brown
won the seed spitting contest with a go of over 29 feet, while Bradley Steele won the adult/teenage eating contest
and Mariska Marines won the kids’ contest. Make plans for the next Family Night, July 26: Chips/Dips/Finger Foods.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Jennifer Welch, Children’s Minister
jenniferw@uccabilene.org

PRAYER LIST

Wednesday Night: This Wednesday night we will begin our series, For Such a Time
as This, for girls first through fifth grade and Raising Sons of Thunder, for boys first
through fifth grade. The boys will meet upstairs in Room 219 and the girls will meet
in Room 212. Children pre-school through kindergarten will meet in the Big Room
of the Early Childhood Center. Parents are attending the classes and have signed up
to teach. For example, if a mom has only boys, she is encouraged to attend the girls
class to participate. If you would be willing to help in the Early Childhood Center
on a Wednesday night during this series, please contact Jennifer Welch.
Terrific Tuesday: Children first through fifth
grade can enjoy fun, games and fellowship
on Tuesdays July 11, 18 and 25 from 9-11:45 a.m.
For your child to attend, you must register
them online at uccabilene.org. Registration
will close on Friday, July 7. Make sure to invite
a friend and join us for Terrific Tuesday.
“Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts;
do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this,
declares the Lord.”
							
– Zechariah 8:16-17

STAY CONNECTED
University members and friends can stay connected with UCC via Facebook and Twitter.
Like the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/UCCAbilene, follow the UCC Twitter
feed at www.twitter.com/UCCAbilene and also follow us on Instagram @UCCAbilene.
You can also follow the UCC Campus Ministry, UCC Children’s Ministry and UCC Youth
Ministry on all three platforms as well.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – July 2-26
JULY 2

8:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship, Brent Isbell – speaker, Eric Lemmons – worship leader
5 p.m. Chapel Service – Brent Isbell – speaker, Eric Lemmons – song leader

JULY 3

9 a.m. – Quilting Ministry, Room 208

JULY 4

UCC Office Closed

JULY 5

7 p.m. – Bible Classes

JULY 9

8:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship, Brent Isbell – speaker, David Allen Sprott – worship leader
No 5 p.m. Chapel Service – Fellowship Sunday

JULY 12

7 p.m. – Bible Classes

JULY 16

8:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship, James Thompson – speaker, David Sprott – worship leader
5 p.m. Chapel Service – Steve Austin – speaker, Gene Linder – song leader

JULY 19

7 p.m. – Bible Classes

JULY 23

8:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes

UCC ELDERS
Steve Austin
Richard Cox
Mark Hamilton
Eddie Mahanay
Paul Rotenberry
Kris Southward, chair
Mark Tate
James Thompson
Gustavo Villanueva

10 a.m. – Worship, Brent Isbell – speaker, Mark Tate – worship leader
5 p.m. Chapel Service – Bradley Steele – speaker, David Allen Sprott – song leader
JULY 26

7 p.m. – Family Night: Chips/Dips/Finger Foods

Submit your bulletin items
to Joey Roberts before
noon on Wednesday.

