University Church of Christ exists by the grace of God to be a loving fellowship
praising God by living and telling the good news of Jesus.

August 26, 2018

WORSHIP

REFLECTIONS

Welcome/Family News
Call to Worship - Psalm 34:15-22
		

Andrea Archer and Pablo Sanabria

3

Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah

227

On Zion’s Glorious Summit

Prayer

Jason Craddock

538

My Hope is Built on Nothing Else

186

Christ, We Do All Adore Thee

Communion

Topher Fangio

John 6:52-58
Bread
383

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

Cup
383

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

Offering
Children’s Church
Had It Not Been the Lord
Mark 1:1-11

Dawne Meeks

Breaking News
622

Brent Isbell

Ring Out the Message

Benediction: 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Worship Leader

Mark Tate

If you would like to have someone pray
with you, or for you, please make your way
to Room 101 at the end of service where there
are UCC members waiting just for you.
Our Sunday morning service is broadcast live
at www.uccabilene.org.

CLASS TIMES:		
Sunday - 9 a.m.
Wednesday - 7 p.m.

WORSHIP TIMES:
Sunday - 10 a.m., 5 p.m.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
733 E. N. 16th Street
PHONE: (325) 673-6497
Abilene, TX 79601
www.uccabilene.org

Brent Isbell, Preaching Minister
brent@uccabilene.org
Welcome to UCC! Are you a visitor today? Maybe a new student
at ACU or one of our other local schools? Thank you so much for
joining us! Please fill out one of our Connections Card (on seat
backs) and drop it in the offering plate later (or fill it out at
uccabilene.org/card). We are so glad you came today and hope
to greet you in person. Come back soon! College students, we
hope you get to meet our Campus Ministry interns, Andrea
Archer and Pablo Sanabria. They can tell you all about our
campus ministry activities and help you get plugged in. We
would love to be your church home in Abilene!
Just Gospel! Today we begin a new set of messages from the
Gospel of Mark. This fall, we will be journeying together through
the first eight chapters of Mark’s story, emphasizing evangelism
and outreach to our neighbors. I invite you in coming months to
begin reading Mark with sharing the Good News in mind! This
morning, we are introducing Mark’s Breaking News (1:1-11). Our
worship leader is Mark Tate.
God’s Holy Fire! Today our adult classes kick off a new
congregational series called God’s Holy Fire. At 9:00 a.m. in the
auditorium, James Thompson and Mark Hamilton are providing a
helpful orientation to our study called The Need to Interpret. The
Adult Teaching Committee believes this is a critical study for our
church family. Last year, we overviewed the Old and New
Testaments. Our focus this fall is on the nature and function of
the Bible and how to study it more faithfully. This is great stuff!
Next week’s individual classes will begin with The Bible as the
Word of God. Read and consider 2 Timothy 3:15-16 in preparation. We hope you will participate in one of our Holy Fire classes
this fall!
Tonight in the Chapel: At our 5:00 p.m. service, Vini Montedeoca
will be speaking, and Gene Linder will lead singing. Come join us!
Wednesdays at UCC. Join us this Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. in
the Family Room as we begin a new fall series on Christ and
Culture. Our teacher the next four weeks will be James Thompson.
Also, in MAC 501, the Conversations class will be learning about
Domestic Violence with guest teacher Lisa Merchant from ACU.
Special thanks to everyone who participated in our Back-toSchool Bless last Sunday night. What a great time of worship!
Also, thanks to all those who volunteered and help make our
Back-to-School Burger Bash on Wednesday night a big success.
Great crowds this week!

NURSERY FACILITIES
For your convenience, nursery facilities are available during
worship in the Early Childhood Center.
ATTENDANCE:
Worship – 306
Bilingual – 82
Coronado – 59

August 19, 2018
Northern Oaks – 26
Silver Springs – 44
Chisholm Place - 12

OFFERING:

Aug. 19 $10,883.29

FROM THE ELDERS
Gustavo Villanueva, 2018 elder chair
The UCC elders held their monthly meeting with
ministry staff on August 19, 2018. There were a
number of items discussed and prayed over this
month, among them:
1. Prayed, by name, for those who are in the hospital/
skilled nursing, for those battling cancer and
dementia, rejoiced over the recent baptisms of
Audrey Williams and Daniel Giddings, and for many
others;
2. Received an update on Common Life Groups and
anticipate a formal proposal about this ministry
before year-end;
3. Spent the rest of our time, over 2 hours, with staff
and elders discussing a vision for UCC… Where are
we now, where is God leading us, what do we
envision UCC being in 5 years, etc. Many great ideas
were discussed and will be solidified over the coming
months;
4. Set the next meeting for September 16th.

NEWS AND NOTES
Operation Blue Jeans Contribution
Total collection: $20,236. Praise God from Whom
ALL blessings flow!
Join us today after service in the Family Room for
a Sip and See Shower in honor of Heather and
Ted Moreno to celebrate the birth of Baby Judson
Thaddeus. Gift cards are welcome.
SEASONS: A new intergenerational women’s Sunday
school class will begin meeting in Room 123 on
September 2. It is a special time of Bible study and
prayer, encouragement, shared wisdom and spiritual
support for women walking side by side through all
seasons of life. Dr. Carisse Berryhill will be teaching
God’s Holy Fire. If you are already part of a class,
or serve in a specific ministry function each Sunday
morning, thank you! If, however, you would enjoy
studying the Bible with other women in a comfortable
setting where you can bless and be blessed, please
treat yourself to this hour of peaceful fellowship.
SEASONS was designed with you in mind. See you
there!
Ladies Bible Class will resume on Wednesday,
September 5 at 10 a.m. in the Family Room. Bradley
Steele will be teaching and childcare will be provided.

As always, the UCC elders are grateful for each of you
and covet your continued prayers, just as we
remember you in our prayers.

Fall semester ESL classes will resume on Wednesday
nights at 7 p.m. in the MAC, starting on September 5.
Anyone interested in helping with this ministry is
invited to an organizational meeting at 7 p.m. in the
MAC on Wednesday, August 29.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns
about what was discussed in this elder’s meeting, or
on any other
UCC/spiritual matter, please contact me…we would
appreciate the opportunity to visit with you.

Come to a Sip and See to meet the new son of
Hailey and Charles Rotenberry: Campbell Paul
Rotenberry. On September 9th, from 2-4 p.m. at
the home of Cheryl Mann Bacon Diapers and wipes
are welcomed. Proud Grandparents: Liz and Paul
Rotenberry, Debbie and Randy Clinton.

For the elders,

Linda Collett, a regular at our Coronado services, is
recovering from knee surgery. Please keep he in your
prayers.

Gustavo Villanueva, 2018 Elder Chairman
325-338-7827

This Sunday, Sanctuary will be at 7 p.m. Join us for
some community worship in the Chapel.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Jennifer Welch, Children’s Minister
jenniferw@uccabilene.org
Children’s Church: This time of worship is provided for children three years old through kindergarten. Our theme this year
will continue our VBS theme, “Build your life on Christ.”
Media Center: I would like to spotlight our volunteers in the Media Center this week. Betty Self and Phyllis Gilbreth have
been faithful to serve in the Media Center on Sunday morning and Wednesday night for almost 30 years. On Wednesday
night there have been other faithful volunteers to help Betty and Phyllis, currently Lucy Hatch and Dawn Trammell have
been willing to help work on different projects. These ladies are more than just volunteers in the media center to me, they
are my sisters in Christ who pray, encourage and walk this journey of life with me. Thank you ladies for your Godly example
and your servant heart.
Sunday morning Bible Lessons for our UCC Children as we begin our semester together will cover the following topics:
18-24 Mos. Old - God Made Me
Three Year Old Class - “We Are Important to Jesus” & “Jesus Helps Us”. Topics will focus on Appreciation & Awareness,
stories from John, Luke & Matthew
Four & Five Year Old Class & Kindergarten Class - “We Are Important to Jesus” & Jesus Helps Us”. Topics will focus on
Love and Awareness, stories will be from Mark, John & Luke.
First & Second Grade Class - “The God Who Created Us” & “The God Who Corrects Us”. Topics will focus on Awe/Wonder
and Repentance, stories will be from Genesis.
Third & Fourth Grade Class - “The Book of Acts”. Faith Foundations. Study will begin in Acts 1 with the Ascension and the
Upper Room.
Fifth Grade Class - “Your Body is the Temple of God”. This class is designed to help your child discover and embrace the
truth that our bodies are made to be living sacrifices and earthly homes for the Holy Spirit.
Sunday Morning Teachers for the Fall 2018
18-24 Mos. Old - Debbie Williams
Three Yr. Old - Jackson Hatch & Liz Hatch
Kindergarten - Jami Islas & Lenis Zuniga
Third & Fourth Grade - Roberta Brown & Ginna Sadler

Four & Five Yr. Old - Angie, Valeria & Ivan Zuniga
First & Second Grade - Daniel & Yukari Garcia
Fifth Grade - Bicky Tolar & Sara Trammell

Currently we do not have enough teachers for our Wednesday night program, if you would like to help, please let Jennifer
Welch know.
“I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
					

Luke 15:10

YOUTH MINISTRY
Jason Craddock, Youth Minister
jason.craddock@uccabilene.org
facebook.com/groups/uymteens
Sunday Night Pizza & Games: Join us on Sunday night from 5-7:30 p.m. for some fun group games and pizza! We will
start off in the Youth Center but may move around the UCC campus a bit too. Invite a friend to join us and bring $3 if
you can to help cover the cost of food. Also, bring a Nerf gun if you have one.
Dive-In Movie Next Sunday: Because it will be Labor Day weekend, next Sunday, after our 5 p.m. prayer service in the
Chapel, we will take vans over to the Trammell home for a cookout and Dive-In Movie. We will vote on another 80s
movie tonight so think of some fun movies with good messages. We will have hamburgers and hotdogs for dinner. If
you want to sit in the grass during parts of the movie, you may want to bring a blanket to sit on. We will return to the
Youth Center at 10 p.m. or you may be picked up at the Trammels’. It will be a lot of fun, so invite your friends to join us
as we officially say by to Summer!
Activity Schedules: If you or your kids have any activities (school or otherwise) coming up, please let Jason know so we
can plan to make it out to support them.
Wednesday Night: We will have a devo and class on Wednesday night from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Youth Center followed by
snacks and hangout time. Huddles will not begin for a few more weeks.
Sign up for a CRADtalk: CRADtalks are “Conversations Worth Having” with Jason and/or Karla Craddock. During
these conversations there will be a little small talk but we want to dive into our students’ spiritual lives, offering some
coaching and strategies for spiritual growth and just focus on building students up. Our goal is to leave with a plan for
growing deeper in relationship with God and praying over anything for which you may want prayer. Guys will generally
just go out with Jason and girls will go out with either Jason and Karla or just Karla. So, please let us know when you can
get together and we will set up for some time at Sonic, over coffee, or somewhere else.

GATHERINGS
Bradley Steele, Young Adults Minister
bradley@uccabilene.org

PRAYER LIST

Tonight, check Facebook for small group details.
Wednesday we will meet at 7 p.m. for coffee, dessert and Bible study in MAC 504.
Don’t forget to join us for class on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in MAC 504.
Make sure to check our Facebook group for more information.

TRANSITIONS
Andrew Huddleston
huddleston_andrew@yahoo.com
Tonight, we will meet at the Gibbs’ house
Check Facebook for food signups.

CAMPUS MINISTRY
Andrea Archer, Pablo Sanabria
campus@uccabilene.org
We would like to welcome any college students with us today.
We are back on schedule with our Sunday morning class beginning at 9 a.m. in MAC
503.
We will be meeting this next Wednesday at 7 p.m. for a welcome back and get
together time in our classroom MAC 503.
Join us tonight as we are combining with Sanctuary at 7 p.m. in the Chapel!

BILINGUAL MINISTRY
Vini Montesdeoca, Bilingual Minister
vini@uccabilene.org
Ladies prayer group will meet on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m in Lenis Zuniga’s home.
Every lady is invited to join us for dinner and prayer time. (Even if you don’t speak
Spanish).
Bilingual Potluck: September 9 at 12 p.m. in the Youth Center.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – Aug. 26 - Sept. 12
AUG. 26

AUG. 29
SEPT. 2

SEPT. 3
SEPT. 5
SEPT. 9

SEPT. 12

8:30 a.m. – Coffee and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship
5 p.m. - Chapel Service, Vini M. - Speaker; Gene L. - Song leader
7 p.m. Sanctuary: Community worship
7 p.m. – Bible Classes
8:30 a.m. – Coffee and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship
5 p.m. - Chapel: Service Prayer for our Sick
7 p.m. Sanctuary: Community worship
Church Office Closed
5:45 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper (Chicken)
7 p.m. – Bible Classes
8:30 a.m. – Coffee and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship (Kindergarten Bible Presentation)
5 p.m. - No Chapel Service
7 p.m. Sanctuary: Community worship
5:45 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper (Pizza)
7 p.m. – Bible Classes

UCC ELDERS
Tim Archer
Steve Austin
Mark Hamilton
Ted Presley
Paul Rotenberry
Kris Southward
David Swearingen
Mark Tate (Sabbatical)
James Thompson
Rusty Towell
Chair
Gustavo Villanueva

Please submit your
bulletin items to
Marisol Groves before
noon on Wednesday.
marisol@uccabilene.org

