
CLASS TIMES:  WORSHIP TIMES:
Sunday -  9 a.m.               Sunday - 10 a.m.
Wednesday - 7 p.m. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:
733 E. N. 16th Street   PHONE: (325) 673-6497
Abilene, TX 79601   www.uccabilene.org

If you would like to have someone pray  
with you, or for you, please make your way  
to Room 101 at the end of service where there 
are UCC members waiting just for you.

Our Sunday morning service is broadcast live  
at www.uccabilene.org.

December 9, 2018 University Church of Christ exists by the grace of God to be a loving fellowship 
praising God by living and telling the good news of Jesus.

REFLECTIONS
Brent Isbell, Preaching Minister
brent@uccabilene.org

Adventures
of 

Joshua

NURSERY FACILITIES
For your convenience, nursery facilities are available during 
worship in the Early Childhood Center.

ATTENDANCE: Dec. 2 2018
Worship – 312     Northern Oaks – 34
Bilingual – 56      Chisholm Place – 11
Coronado – 64 
      

OFFERING: 
     
Dec. 2    $17,571.27

Good Morning! Welcome to University Church. Today we continue our
Advent series by lighting the second candle and considering The
Heavenly Peace God sent us in his Son. We will be in Luke 3:1-6.

Advent is an old church practice that marks the beginning of a new
Christian calendar. Advent means “arrival” and celebrates the incarnation
of Christ at Bethlehem, preparing our hearts and lives for the coming
season. The weekly candles represent the light of Christ slowly coming
into the world over centuries of prophecy and expectation by God’s
people. Like many of our practices—having Bible classes, offering an
invitation at the end of the sermon, singing in four-part harmony—Advent
is not from the Bible. Yet we strive to borrow the best from our larger
Christian heritage, while leaving behind things that don’t seem right or
helpful. Using the weeks before Christmas to focus on hope, peace, joy,
and love seems like a good and helpful tradition to encourage our faith.

Adult Education Minute: Today our adult classes continued our 
church-wide Advent study, Feasting on the Word. Our focus today is 
Prepare the Way. Next week our focus is repentance and preparing for the
coming Messiah, asking What Do We Do Now? Read Luke 3:7-18.

White Christmas is the theme of tonight’s big annual UCC Christmas
Party. Join us from 5-6:30 p.m. in the MAC to eat chicken and
biscuits and sweet treats. We will play some games and sing some
songs, and more. There are always a few surprises! Don’t miss the fun.

Wednesdays. This is week two of our three-week Family Room series
That the World May Know, watching videos from Ray Vander Laan.
Steve Austin and I are co-hosting this look at intersections between the
life of Jesus, Bible lands, and God’s eternal message. In Conversations
(MAC 501), church historian Doug Foster is talking about Churches of
Christ, 1960-2018: How Have We Changed, How Are We Changing?
Anyone familiar with our tribe in recent decades knows we have
undergone major changes. Doug will lead a discussion about changes
that have altered the face of Churches of Christ in the United States.

Calendar Notes:
      UCC Office Closed – Dec. 24-26; Jan. 1
      No 9 a.m. classes / 10 a.m. worship only – Dec. 23, 30
      No Wednesday PM classes or activities – Dec. 26. Jan. 2
      Candles and Carols Service – Dec. 24, 6-7 p.m. (Chapel)

BAPTISM 
James R. Butler
1751 N. 15th Street Room: 238 (Coronado)
Abilene, Tx. 79603

WORSHIP

Welcome/Family News 

Call to Worship - Luke 1:68-79

   Bradley Steele

Magnificat   

226     Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Prayer    Gustavo Villanueva 

Be Unto Your Name

1003   Silent Night

Communion                               Jarrod King

Luke 22:14-20 

Bread

83    God is So Good

Cup

83    God is So Good

Offering

Children’s Church

Still

Luke 3:1-6                               Marcia Moore

The Heavenly Peace Brent Isbell

Mighty to Save

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26

Worship Leader  Jeremy Meeks



 
 

FROM THE ELDERS 
Gustavo Villanueva, 2018 elder chair

Dear Congregation:

As we approach the end of 2018 the Elders would like to take this opportunity to thank you for being a part of the 
University Church family! God has blessed UCC during 2018 with new members to our family, new births, and bap-
tisms (in the prisons, at mission sites, and at UCC). We have also seen some from our family move to new places, 
and others to obtain the joyous reward that we all seek.

While life in our family changes, there are things that remain constant at UCC.... the desire to teach our children the 
love of the Father, the call to take the Message to those around us, and the ability to help those who lack the basic 
necessities of food, clothing and shelter.

Also constant is the financial need to cover the costs of these ministries, to begin new ones, to maintain our 
facilities, and to provide for our staff. As of October 31, 2018, our expenses exceeded our income by $32,979. It is 
very common for us to be at a deficit this time of the year, however, we would like to erase that shortfall with
year-end giving. We have cut our spending back where we could, but we are still in need of year-end gifts in order 
to meet our goal.

We realize that not everyone will be able to help at this time, and that is OK, but if you are able to contribute to help 
make up this deficit, we would be very appreciative. Year-end gifts can be placed in the collection plate, or they can 
be taken, or mailed, to the church office. If you would like to donate an investment (stock, real estate, etc.) or make 
a direct distribution from your IRA (for those older than 70 1/2) please contact Jill at the church office (673-6497) 
and she will gladly help you. You can also make a donation using PayPal on the UCC web site (uccabilene.org).

We also want to take a moment to discuss the oil lease money ($760,000) and special family gift money ($40,000) 
received at the first of 2017. Through October 31, 2018 we had spent roughly $325,000 of this amount. The rest of 
those funds will be spent over the next several years. The $325,000 has been spent on mission work (Costa Rica, 
Cuba, and Russia), local benevolence (helping 63 different individuals, plus helping an additional 85 people with 
food/gas/hotel vouchers), bilingual ministry (hiring Vini Montesdeoca), and work on our building
(neighborhood playground, digital sign, and Family Room kitchen remodel).

In May of this year two wells were drilled in this lease area. We have received $85,385 through October 31 st . Two 
more wells are in the process of being completed, and we have no data as to their value. For now, the elders have 
placed these funds into savings. We potentially have a large repair on the building facing us, and want to be 
prepared for that if and when it happens.

We pray for a blessed Christmas time for you and your family, and for all of our UCC family.

For the elders,

Gustavo Villanueva, 2018 Elder Chairman



YOUTH MINISTRY
Jason Craddock, Youth Minister
jason.craddock@uccabilene.org
facebook.com/groups/uymteens

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Jennifer Welch, Children’s Minister
jenniferw@uccabilene.org

DEEP Today: Join us today for DEEP (our no-frills Bible study and discussion over the Gospel of John) from 3-4 
p.m. in the Youth Center. We are moving the time up because of the UCC Christmas Party at 5 p.m. After our Bible 
study, we will have some free time up until the time of the party. 

UYM Christmas Party Next Sunday: We will have our annual Youth Group Christmas party next Sunday, Dec. 16, 
in the Youth Center from 4:30-8:30 p.m., so make plans to join us. We will have fun & games, a Christmas and a 
delicious potluck meal cooked by you! That’s right, I want teens to cook! I have created a potluck sign-up list at 
https://tinyurl.com/uymparty so please sign up for an item before what you want has been taken. We will vote on 
the Christmas movie in class this morning.

Huddles Continue Wednesday Night: We will continue our normal small-group Huddles Wednesday night from 7-8 
p.m. The HS Huddle will meet at the home of James and Mandy Scudder,  just a half-mile down Campus Ct.  Lance 
and Bicky Tolar will also be leading this group. The MS Huddle will meet in the Youth Center, being led by Jason 
and Karla Craddock, Jacob and Marisol Groves and Alan Caffey. Our new youth ministry intern, Morgan DeBoer will 
be spending a few weeks at each Huddle before rotating.  Everyone is asked to think of someone whom they can 
invite each week to join them for this time of sharing, prayer, study and fun. This is where we want our group to 
grow from as we relax in the middle of our week to share, pray, study and grow together. Did I mention there will 
always be snacks too? 

UYM Christmas Party: We will have our annual Youth Group Christmas party on Sunday, Dec. 16, in the Youth 
Center, so make plans to join us. More details to come next week.

Activity Schedules: If you or your kids have any activities (school or otherwise) coming up, please let Jason 
know so we can plan to make it out to support them. 

Sign up for a CRADtalk: CRADtalks are “Conversations Worth Having” with Jason and/or Karla Craddock. During 
these conversations there will be a little small talk but we want to dive into our students’ spiritual lives, offering 
some coaching and strategies for spiritual growth and just focus on building students up. Our goal is to leave 
with a plan for growing deeper in relationship with God and praying over anything for which you may want 
prayer. Guys will generally just go out with Jason and girls will go out with either Jason and Karla or just Karla. 
So, please let us know when you can get together and we will set up for some time at Sonic, over coffee, or 
somewhere else.

Children’s Church Helpers: Maggie Trammell, Valeria Zuniga, Karla Ciriaco

Children kindergarten through fifth grade will be released today for children’s church.

Holiday Visit: If your family would like to bless one of our UCC members with a Christmas visit, please stop by the 
welcome desk after church and pick up a Christmas gift sack. Each sack will have the name and address of the 
member you are to visit. They will enjoy the gift and the sweet visit from your family.

Outreach Project: This year our UCC children, kindergarten through fifth grade, will go on a shopping trip 
Wednesday night, Dec. 12. We will be helping a grandmother who is currently taking care of her two grandsons. 
Please plan to send $5 to $10 with your child. We will put our money together and shop for this family. If you would 
like to volunteer to go on this shopping trip, please talk to Jennifer Welch.

“Glory to God, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” - Luke 2:140

NEWS AND NOTES
WHITE CHRISTMAS PARTY
Tonight from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the MAC, please make every effort to attend our UCC “White Christmas” party this 
year. 

Men’s Sports Night, will be Monday, December 10 at 7 p.m. in the MAC. Bring a friend or a neighbor! We will be 
playing basketball.

Tuesday Night Lights, a Ministry for Young Women will be Tuesday, December 11 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
MAC. We will have a cookie exchange and will make tamales. Please check your e-mail for the evite and more 
details. Please RSVP to the invitation and contact Jennifer Welch if you need baby sitting tonight.

Thank you to all who were involved with the gift of the lovely poinsettia that was delivered to my front porch 
Sunday! I was watching on streaming and all were lovely on the platform! Gratefully, Marianna Rasco

Thank you to our Young at Heart Ministry and to all the people that helped deliver poinsettias to our members 
that can’t come to church. 

Thank you to all the men that worked past Saturday on Men’s Service Day. Thanks for taking care of the ones on 
need. 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR – Dec. 9 - Jan. 2 

DEC. 9 8:30 a.m. – Coffee and Donuts, MAC
9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship
5 p.m. - UCC Christmas Party at the MAC

DEC. 10 7 p.m. – Men’s Sports Night (Basketball)
DEC. 11 6:30 p.m. - Tuesday Night Lights in the MAC (Young Women Ministry) 
DEC. 12 NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER 

7 p.m. – Bible Classes
DEC. 16 8:30 a.m. – Coffee and Donuts, MAC

9 a.m. – Bible Classes
10 a.m. – Worship
5 p.m. - Chapel Service
7 p.m. - Sanctuary: Community worship

DEC. 19 NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER 
7 p.m. – Bible Classes

DEC. 23 No 9 a.m. classes
10 a.m. - Worship

DEC. 24 OFFICE CLOSED (DEC. 24-26)
6 p.m. - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service (UCC Chapel)

DEC. 26 No Church Activities
DEC. 30 No 9 a.m. classes

10 a.m. - Worship
JAN. 1 OFFICE CLOSED
JAN. 2 No Church Activities

GATHERINGS
Bradley Steele, Young Adults Minister
bradley@uccabilene.org

Tonight, join us for the UCC White Christmas Party!

Wednesday, we will meet at 7 p.m. for coffee, dessert and Bible study in MAC 504.

Don’t forget to join us for class on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in MAC 504.

TRANSITIONS
Andrew Huddleston 
huddleston_andrew@yahoo.com

BILINGUAL MINISTRY
Vini Montesdeoca, Bilingual Minister
vini@uccabilene.org

UCC ELDERS
Tim Archer
Steve Austin
Mark Hamilton
Ted Presley
Paul Rotenberry
Kris Southward
David Swearingen
Mark Tate (Sabbatical)
James Thompson
Rusty Towell
Chair 
Gustavo Villanueva

Please submit your  
bulletin items to  
Marisol Groves before 
noon on Wednesday. 
marisol@uccabilene.org

Tonight, join us at the church wide Christmas party at 5 p.m. in the MAC. 

Next week we will meet at the Gibbs’ house.

Today at 12 p.m. in the Youth Center, join us for the monthly bilingual potluck. 
Everyone is invited!

Fellowship: “Preparing for the birth of Jesus”. Dec. 19, 20 and 21 at 7 p.m. at the Youth 
Center.

Ladies prayer group will meet on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Every lady is invited to join 
us for dinner and prayer time. (Even if you don’t speak Spanish).

CAMPUS MINISTRY
Andrea Archer, Pablo Sanabria
campus@uccabilene.org

We would like to welcome any college students with us today.

Class: Sunday morning class begins at 9 a.m. in our regular classroom (MAC 503). 

Community Group: No more community group for this semester.

UCC Christmas Party: Join us tonight for our church-wide Christmas party from 
5-6:30 p.m. in the MAC.




